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Dear family and friends,
As I look over this past year, I can easily say that it has been a

into many of these events as you read our newsletter.

most eventful year, full of wonderful occasions. We had two new

By the time you receive this newsletter, the Year of Mercy will

postulants join us in August! Also, we are still in the midst of

have begun. Pope Francis begins the Bull of Indiction for the

celebrating the Year of Consecrated Life. The “older” Sisters

Year with: “Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy.” This

made a pilgrimage to the Shrine of the North American Martyrs

reminds me of something that St. Hildegard of Bingen said about

in Midland, ON, and the “younger” ones are going to Rome in

the Great Feast we will soon celebrate, “God becoming man is the

January for the closing of the YCL. We are simultaneously

great message of love. In it we humans see God’s face.” Jesus so

celebrating our 40th anniversary, spacing the celebration

wants us to see the Father’s face and the mercy that shines there

throughout the year. Other happenings: our Sisters have gone on

for each of us. May you see His face more clearly than ever this

various mission trips this year: Mexico, Nicaragua, Florida—and

Christmas and throughout this Year.

Sr. Christina faithfully goes every week into Detroit. Some went
on the March for Life D.C. in January. Sr. Ann and Sr. Sarah

We pray for all of you regularly and hold you in our hearts

Marie just got back from Brazil. I was privileged to go to the

always. You are in our prayers more than you know.

Papal Mass in D.C. At the beginning of November, we had our
bi-annual Holiday Bazaar. Everyone who attended had a great
time! And last, but, as they say, not least, Sr. Laura made her
Final Profession of Vows on September 12! You will see glimpses

In His mercy “which endures for ever”,

ll

The Fruit of Forty Years
Sr. Dorcee Clarey

Hometown: Gladwin, MI
Final Profession: 38 years
Ministry: Superior, spiritual
direction, laundry

Sr. Ann Shields

Hometown: Lewistown, PA
Final Profession: 50 years
Ministry: Renewal Ministries
author/speaker. Host of Food
for the Journey radio program,
Catholic evangelist.

Sr. Kelly MacDonald

Hometown: Stratford, Ont.
Final Profession: 10 years
Ministry: Nanny for two
wonderful children.

Sr. Rebecca Mierendorf

Sr. Mary Boersen

Hometown: Stratford, Ont.
Final Profession: Anticipating
final profession in 2016!
Ministry: Theology teacher at
Fr. Gabriel Richard High School,
Master’s student in Theology.

Sr. Sarah Marie Draper

Sr. Rachel Benjamin

Sr. Fran DePuydt

Sr. Sarah Burdick

Hometown: Ypsilanti, MI
Final Profession: 1 year
Ministry: Campus Ministry
at Father Gabriel Richard
High School and a student at
Sacred Heart Major Seminary.

Hometown: Escanaba and
Grand Rapids, MI
Final Profession 34 years
Ministry: Parent of our girls,
Emmanuel House, His Eye is
on the Sparrow.

Hometown: Jackson, MI
Final Profession: 29 years
Ministry: Dept. Head
Theology, Fr. Gabriel Richard
High School and Director of
Formation for SGL.

Sr. Katherine Bergeron

Sr. Mary Zielinski

Sr. Christina Frey

Hometown: Birmingham, MI
Postulant
Ministry: Emmanuel House.

Hometown: Toledo, OH
Final Profession: 15 years
Ministry: Emmanuel House.

Hometown: St. Croix, U.S.
Virgin Islands
Final Profession: 7 years
Ministry:. Emmanuel House
& Detroit outreach to women.

Sr. Stacy Whitfield

Sr. Gail Lancaster

Hometown: Kearney, NE
Final Profession: 21 years
Ministry: 1st grade teacher,
Huron Valley Catholic School.

Hometown: Albuquerque,
NM and Aurora, CO.
Final Profession: 33 years
Ministry: Teacher, DRE, and
Development at HVCS; Religious
Education and Emmanuel House.

l

Hometown: Ann Arbor, MI
Final Profession: 9 years
Ministry: Science teacher at
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
School, Director of Postulants
for SGL.

Sr. Laura Pressprich

Sr. Alice Lamiman

Hometown: Ann Arbor, MI
Final Profession: 1 year
Ministry: Emmanuel House
and Jail Ministry.

Hometown: Ann Arbor, MI
Final Profession: 0.25 years
of final profession
Ministry: Science teacher, Fr.
Gabriel Richard High School.

Hometown: Ypsilanti, MI
Final Profession: 33 years
Ministry: Pediatric nurse
and occasional volunteer with
Hope Clinic International in
Nicaragua, Central America.

Sr. Andrea Thelen

Sr. Mary Ann Foggin

Sr. Mary Fallon

Hometown: Westphalia, MI
Postulant
Ministry: Emmanuel House.

Hometown: Staten Island, NY
Final Profession: 11 Years
Ministry: Campus Minister at
St. Catherine of Siena Academy,
Vocation Director for SGL.

Hometown: Royal Oak, MI
Final Profession: 27 years
Ministry: Parent of our girls,
Para educator at Fr. Gabriel
Richard High School.

Celebrating
40
years
of
God’s
faithfulness
1975
1992
1985
1983
1999
1996
s of god’s
lo
v

e

nt
a
rv
e
s

th
e

u
40

th

75
19

2000

e r sa ry 2015
v
i
n
1975
An

The beginning of The Servants
of God’s Love.
We began as an
ecumenical sisterhood with
Sr. Dorcee as our first Superior.
Our rule of life was based
on that of The Servants of
the Word, an ecumenical
charismatic brotherhood in
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

2002

1983

2007
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After much prayer and
discernment about God’s will
regarding our continuing as
an ecumenical sisterhood, we
decided to pursue status within
the Diocese of Lansing as a
Catholic religious order.

2011

b

1996

After many years of forming us
to be what He came to name
us, God revealed to us our
name, The Servants of
God’s Love.

b

2002
Bishop Carl Mengeling
established us as a Public
Association of the Faithful,
another step in the process
of becoming a canonical
Religious Order.

Sr. Ann Shields
elected Superior.
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The opening of our second
Emmanuel House in Ypsilanti.
(To date, we have cared for 16
residents in both houses.)

After Sr. Ann finished her
lengthy terms of office as
Superior, Sr. Dorcee was once
again elected for a six-year
term.

We began our ministry to
medically fragile children at
our “baby” house, with Sr. Mary
Fallon and Sr. Fran DePuydt
as the main caregivers for our
children. (To date, we have
cared for 26 children.)
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1999

1999 was the beginning of the
Ann Arbor Emmanuel House;
our home for the elderly who
cannot live on their own and
have neither the finances nor
family able to care for them.
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2010
We were accepted as an
associate member of the
Council of Major Superiors of
Women Religious.

This year marked our move to
dress more simply by narrowing
our choice of color in clothing
to navy, white, and khaki.

In response to our request for
canonical status within the
diocese, and after rewriting
our constitutions, Bishop
Kenneth Povish established us
as a Private Association of
the Faithful.

2014

b

2011

Heart of Mary,
our retreat house, opened.

We built Vianney Hermitage,
a place set aside solely for the
use of priests on retreats.

2014

Sr. Ann celebrated 20 years
of her radio program, “Food
for the Journey”, and 5000
episodes.
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“I ask for perseverance in following Christ
my Bridegroom in this religious
community all the days of my life.”

O
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“May I die only for you, if you will grant me
th is grace, since you willingly died for me.”
,
St. John de Brebeuf

T
O

his past July, nine of the “older” Sisters had the great privilege of making a short pilgrimage to the Shrine of the Martyrs in Midland, ON, which
is dedicated to the North American Jesuit Martyrs. God blessed us in so many ways, but the most moving moment for us was the time of prayer
we were able to have in the field at the actual site of the martyrdom of Sts. John de Brebeuf and Gabriel Lalemant. We prayed the prayer we pray
every morning, which includes: “We want not to love our lives, even unto death . . . .” May the Martyrs aid us!

e

,
“ Fa ther de Brebeuf
died on the afternoon of March 16, and Fa ther Lalemant the following morning.”

n September 12, 2015, I made my profession
of Final Vows in the presence of Bishop Earl
Boyea. I was blessed to also have Bishop Michael
Byrnes, as well as many priests and deacons who
are friends of our community, in attendance.
It was a great gift to be surrounded by my
community, family and friends as I entered into
this spousal convenant with Christ. Throughout
the Mass, I was struck again and again by the
Lord’s great generosity and faithfulness to me.
He has invited me to be His own, but does not
ask me to climb up to Him (as if I could through
my own efforts!). He gave Himself to each of
us, beginning with His Incarnation, and does
so daily through His Word and the Sacraments
of the Church. What a wondrous reality it is to
be betrothed to the Most High King, who has
humbled Himself in order to draw near to us!
The day of my final profession was rich in grace
and love. Yet, I know that I have only begun to
taste the goodness of the Lord! Yes, Lord! I want
to go this way with You!
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Dear Friends,

e

sr. laura pressprich final profession of vows

Thank you for all of your financial support. It is now possible to make
donations to us online. Simply go to our website www.servantsofgodslove.net
and click on the Online Giving button on the home page.
All of our Sisters who serve at our Emmanuel Houses receive no remuneration
for their service in order to make it possible for the residents to stay there
at no cost. Your donations help us to continue this and our other ministries.
If you would rather do it the old-fashioned way, make checks payable to:
,
The Servants of God s Love					
3208 Ravenwood 							You remain in our prayers,
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103					
The Sisters
full stop.

“My Belov ed i s mine and I a m Hi s. ”

q

song of song 2 : 1 6

TS OF GOD
VAN
’S
R
L
SE

TH
E

E
OV

c
CHRISTMAS
2015

h

the servants of god's love
4399 Ford Rd. Ann arbor, MI 48105
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I sought a woman’s womb to become Man.
Now I seek a soul to bring My Love to men!
A soul--to be My stable, My manger,
My Bethlehem!
So I take thy poverty into My descending
And fill it to the brim.
Have faith. Have love.
Let My winds and water fill you up.
You will return and find Me
Within your soul and heart,
,,
Simple and humble--a Child.
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